CHAPTER    XXIX
The Crucial Year, 79/7
SECOND PART
July 4, 1977. The Union of Democratic Control has a very active
branch in Paris, This is now sending over two pacifists to give lectures
to working men in England. I am trying to induce the War Office to
refuse them a landing, but as the French Government is said to be
largely in their power, we may expect a demand from the French
Ambassador that they should be allowed to land.
July 5. I was asked by G.H.Q. to find out how dead bodies behave
in water, the intention being to launch a body to float down into the
German lines with bogus army orders in its pocket to deceive the
Germans as to the object of each concentration. I was also asked to
put about a report that the objective of the next offensive is Lille.
The difficulty in the way of capturing Lille is that it is the third city
in France, and the French will not consent to have it bombed,
July 6. General Byrne and Colonel Edgworth Johnstone, the Com-
missioners of the Royal Irish Constabulary and the Dublin Metro-
politan Police, came over to discuss the Irish situation with me. They
had attended the War Cabinet yesterday, when it was resolved to
leave the Sinn Feiners alone until after the Convention, and im-
mediately after the Convention to apply what the Irish would call
coercion and we should call obedience to the law. The chances of the
Convention growing to anything are recognised as hopeless, but it is
desirable to give other nations an illustration of the hopelessness of
the Irish problem. The farmers, who have no grievances and are
making money, arc now joining Sinn Fein in shoals. Byrne urged the
Cabinet to announce that England will never consent to the complete
independence of Ireland. He said that the ignorant peasant farmers
were arguing that the Sinn Feiners had always got what they wanted,
and many were joining them simply because the Government had
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